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Annual Meeting of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society. 


Fespruary 23, 1820, the * HAMILTON BAPTIST MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY,” held their Annual Meeting, at the meeting 
house in De Ruyter, ceunty of Madison, New-York. Elder Eliada 
Blakesley delivered an appropriate discourse, from I. Corinthians i. 
21.—After which a collection of thirteen dollars and forty-six cents, 
was taken for the Foreign and Domestic Societies. 

Twenty-nine Fema.e Societies, and one Youne Mens’ Socrery, 
auxiliary to the Hamilton Society, brought forward their Denations 
by their delegates, in cash, cloth and other articles, to the amount 
of Six HunpRED aNpD Forty-ninr Do.uars. 

The President, in an appropriate address, presented the thanks of 
the Society, to those benevolent Institutions, for their gener ous do- 
nations. The Reports of the Board of Directors, and of the Treasu- 
rer were read and accepted. After which the Society proceeded to 
the choice of Officers for the year ensuing. Upon canvassing the 
totes, the following appeared to be chosen: 


Elder JOHN PECK, President; 
JOHN LAWTON, Secretary; 
Brother DANIEL LATHROP, Treasurer; 


Elder NATHAN BAKER, > 
NATHAN PECK, 
DANIEL HASCALL, 
FREDERICK FREEMAN, 




























_ . ALFRED BENNET, p Directors. 

Brother ISAAC RINDGE, 
THOMAS COX, | 
SAMUEL TORRY, J 






Then voted that the next Annual Meeting be holden at the Meet. 

ing House in Hamilton, the Wednesday after the third Sunday in 

- February, 1821.—Elder Lane to preach the introductory Sermon— 
Tm case of failure, Elder Bennet. b 
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REPORT 
Of the Board of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society. 


Dear Brethren, 

GOD is still moving forward, in his great design of mercy to a 
fallen world. The present age is replete with the most astonishing 
scenes, indicative of the Divine operations; and it cannot fail to pro- 
duce the most pleasing sensations in the breast of every reai Chris- 
tian, to think that Gop, in infinite mercy, is favoring bis dear chil- 
drea, with the glorious privilege of being laborers, together with Him- 
self, in the graad design of cenquering a rebellious race, and of es- 
tablishing his kingdom in eur sinful world. What greater honor can 
be conferred on sinful creatures? 

It is with unfeigned pleasure that we appear before this benevolent 
Society, to render an account of the manuer in which we have fulfil- 
led the trust reposed in us by your suffiages. We have appointed 
Missionaries for the year past to the amount of one hundred and sev- 
enty-two weeks. And we have received the following returns :— 

From Elder Azariah Hanks, we have received an account of thir- 
teen weeks’ service in the state of Obio. ‘The isformation which he 
gives is very interesting. He observes, ‘ we have reasoa to bless 
God for the display of his grace, io tbis part of the land. Light is 
spreading by the instrumentality of missiunaries; the fruits of which 
we have seen within the year past, as you may learn by the minutes 
of the Association, The number of churches added the last session 
are nine; and nine more are formed within the limits of the Associa- 
tion: which, for the most part, are the fruits of missionary labors.” 
At appears trom his report, that our missionaries have been greatly 
blessed in their labors, and are acceptable to the people, who are 
very solicitous for a contiuuance of those favors. 

ElJer Warner Goodell gives an account of six weeks’ tour in the 
state of Ohio; in which he corroborates Elder Hanks’ account of the 
success attending missionary exertions in that state. Among a num- 
ber of other pleasing aecounts, he relates the following :-—‘ In At- 
water there is a glorious outpouring of God’s Spirit. Here I spent 
four or five days in preaching, and visiting from houge to house. This 
Was as precious a season as ever I enjoyed: I preached seven times 
to crowded assemblies, all which appeared solemn as eternity. Such 
an outpouring of the Spirit, I never before saw. In almost every fam- 
ily in the town, some were erying for mercy, while others were re- 
joicing in the Lord. Al! worldly business was laid aside by some; 
their daily food had become unpleasant to them, and sleep departed 
from their eyes. It was no uncommon thing to see husband or wile, 
aud sometimes both, overwhelmed in tears; with their children weep- 
ing around them, under concern for their souls, and crying for mer- 
cy. All [ could do, was to point the poor distressed souls to the Lamb 
of God. When I left them their cry was, “ do come agaia, do send 
missionaries to see and help us.” | 

He further observes, “ the Lord is pouring out his Spirit in many 
towne in this part of the country: churches are arising; the wilder- 
bess begins to blossom like the rose.” 








. 
ei 
A) 


Ta 


















































HAMILTON BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 35 





_—s‘ From Elder Squier Abbot, we received an account of a tour of 

vy. | © eleven weeks and five days, on the Holland Purchase and in Ohio. 

” He likewise informs us of the wonderful displays of Divine grace, 
‘ % ‘aud of the pressing calls, from those destitute places. He ob- 
sing wag serves, ‘‘ could our brethren, who sit under the droppings of the sanc- 
if _ tuary, and constantly enjoy the privileges of the house of God, wit- 
ness what the missionary sees in those wide extended, gospel fields, 
» "it must excite their pity and stir up their liberality. During his 
l- ) tour he administered baptism to eight candidates. 
a- © KiIder Joseph Malbe made a report of his mission, of four weeks = 
“4 his returns are of a very agreeable nature. He mentions an outpour- 
° ng of the Spirit in Williamson, where he baptized three persons. 
je passed through a very destitute country. 
‘ae Elder Simeon Dutcher spent six weeks, in a tour on the Holland 
a Purchase: an abstract of which has been published in the Magazine. 
J ‘Elder Peter P. Roots has fulfilled an appointment of eight weeks, 

~~ in the towns near the heads of the Cayuga and Seneca lakes: has 

_. been very assiduous in his labors, and mentions a glorious work of 
_ Divine grace in the east part of the town of Wayne; and the forma- 
~~ tion of a Female Mite Society auxiliary to the Hamilton Baptist 
: Missionary Society, in the towns of Ulysses and Hector. 

Elder Nathan Baker was employed twenty days: bis labors were 
very acceptable. 

Elder Thomas Purrington, has performed a mission of four weeks. 
His accounts are pleasing and interesting. He mentions some out- 
pourings of the Spirit of God in some places, aud the necessity of 
missionaries. 

Elder Solomon Johnson has rendered fourteen weeks’ service to 
this Society, in the county of St. Lawrence and its vicinity. In this 
destitute region, this missionary has labored with much apparent suc- 
cess. ‘lhe infant churches have received some accessious of mem- 
bers, and have heen favored with his counsels; while hundreds of im- 
mortals have heard the gospel from his lips. 

Soon after our appointment, we began to feel considerable impres- 
sions, witb respect to the Indians in this state. Under these impres- 
sions, we thought it to be our duty to devise some measures io ame- 
liorate their condition. T’o accomplish which, we thought it neces- 
sary to adopt means for increasing our funds. With this view we 
appointed Elder John Peck, as an agent, to visit the several Female 
Societies, to encourage them, and to organize new ones, and to stir 
up & missionary spirit in the public mind. His exertions were crowned 
with unexpected success, as will appear by his report. We also sent 
Elder Frederick Freeman to visit the Oneida, and Stockbridge In- 
a diaus, and make inquiries into their situation, views and desires. His 
a report was such, that we were induced to appoint a commmittee, 
Se consisting of Eiders Natbanie! Kendrick, John Peck, Nathan Baker 
7 aod Joho Lawton, to visit the aforesaid Indians, and make further 
enquiries; which duty they performed, and to their report, which 
has been published in the Magazine, we must refer you. Upon 
receiving their report, we appointed Elders Alfred Bennet and John 
Lawton, to visit the western Indians, and enquire whether there is 
% probability of establishing a permanent missionary among them.—= 
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Pursuant to this appointment, on the twenty-seventh of Decem- 
ber, 1819, they sat out to accomplish the objects of their mission. 
They first visited the Oneida, and Stockbridge Indians. Their re- 
port informs us that the Oneida Indians are very thankful for the as- 
sistance afforded them by this Society; that they still look to us 
for help; and that they are anxiously desiring assistance, to erect a 
school among them. Their speeches were truly affecting. 

Our agents, having visited the aforesaid Iodians, returned to Caze- 
novia; and thinking it necessary that the Board should be convened, 
to give them further instructions, they deferred the prosecution of 
their mission until this object should be attained. The Board con- 
vening the next week, were informed that a glorious work of Divine 
grace was taking place in Homer, which rendered it impracticable 
tor Elder Bennet to prosecute the intended journey. 

Elder John Lawton immediately pursued his journey to the west- 
ward, and on the 30th of January, 1820, visited the Indians, at 
Buffalo village. His account is as follows:—* I went to the Indian 
village accompanied by a Mr. Fox, an Indian interpreter, and seve- 
ral others. After I had delivered a discourse to them, I addressed a 
speech to the Chiels in behalf of the Society. I began by informing 
them, that I had been sent by the Fathers of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society, to learn how they did, to enquire into their 
situation and views: aod, likewise, to assure them of their [riendship 
for them, and desire to assist them as far as their ability extends; 
and to obtain any further information tbat may be useful, and espe- 
cially with respect to the council at Buffalo. Young King, in behalf 
of the Chiefs observed, that he understocd the Fathers wanted to 
know their situation exactly. He would say, that at all their council 
fires the evil prevailed; they could not help it; avd that a great part 
of their people still adhered to the religion of ‘their fathers, and were 
now celebrating the great festival of their religion. But, (continued 
he) there is a considerable party of the Indians who have embraced 
the Christian religion; and their friends need not be concerned for 
them, for they were determined to adhere to it till they die: and as 
an evidence how far they had advanced, they had covenanted with 
a party of the Tuscaroras, Cattaraugas and Tonawantas, to keep the 
Lord’s-day. ‘They allow of no worldly labor on said day, nor any 
worldly conversation to be so much as named among them. As to 
themselves, (he said) they were supplied. ‘They vitied their poor 
brothers who were yet in darkness, and hoped that they might be 
brought to see the Jight. They took notice of the great anxiety of 
the white people to do them good, and greatly deplored that the evil 
prevailed in their councils. As to schools, they could say nothing at 
present, until they heard from their great father the President, when 
they would inform the Society on that head. Upon the whole, it ap- 

pears, that there is an opening for missionaries to preach occasion- 
ally, but for no permanent settlement at present. 

- On the 6th of February, he visited the Tonawantas. Of this visit 
he makes the following Report.—'‘ When I arrived at the village, E 
found the Indians assembling for meeting. I soon learned that the 
(hiefs bad had a council the week before, to decide whether they. 
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1: ~would admit me to preach with them, or not. It was decided in the 

ae negative. Little Beard, one of the Chiefs, however, told them that 
he should attend upon my preaching. The Black Chief then charged 
> them, that if they did attend meeting, they should behave with de- 





“ ay cency. ‘I'here was a goodly number assembled, who behaved with 
4 = «the utmost decorum. I delivered two discourses to them, which L 

found to be very tedious, having to speak by two interpreters. Wil- 
* liam Alvis, a Tuscarora Indian, translated into their language; and 
. William Johnson, a Seneca, translated to the people. Alter preach 
| ing I informed them, that I wished to have some free conversation 


| ‘witb them. I then observed to them, that I was very thankful to 
/ ‘the Great Spirit, who had favored me with an opportunity of visiting 
} them at their firesides; that they enjoyed gocd bealth; and for 
' their quiet and solemn attention to the good things that 1 had said to 

- them; and hoped they would always attend to them, that they may 

_ be happy in this world and after death: that I was sent by the Fa- 
thers of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, to visit them at 
their own place; to see if they were in health, to learn their circume 
' stances, to see if we could be of any service to them, and in what 
way; whether by missionaries, or schools, or by both; whether they 
wished te receive the knowledge of Christianity and civilization; 
and whether a permanent establishment coyld be made among them, 
at present. I likewise avsared them of the friendship of the fathers 
for them, and their earnest desire to do them goad. In answer to 
which, Little Beard observed, that he understood I was sent by the 
Missionary Society, to learn their minds wit!) -cspect to their receiv- 
ing the Gospel. He said, the greater part of their people would 
not receive the Gospel; but would still adhere to the religion of their 
fathers, for which he was sorry. But for those, (pointing toa number 
sitting together in one corner of the house,) they have agreed to re- 
ceive religioo,as far as they understand if; and they desire more instruc- 
tion. He said, we understand it to be right to keep the Sabbath day; 
we, therefore, will not do any servile work, nor have any worldly con- 
versation on that day, but will meet together, and try to pray, sing, 
and talk about good things; and they were desirous that any good 
people would meet, and talk with them about good things. He said, 
they had agreed with the Buffaloes, the Cattaraugas, and the Allega- 
_~ nies, to receive the Gospel and schools. He said he had spoken the 
~~ minds of those sitting aroand him; he would now speak his own 
~~ mind, He was very desirous of knowing every thing that is good; 
me he had learned to keep the Sabbath, and hoped he should come to the 
' knowledge of the whole truth. “I feel (says he) in here (laying his 
hand on his breast,) that I love all good people, and I want to hear 
» them talk about good things, and 1 will try todo the good things 
P| which they say.” He then, in behalf of the Indians, thavked me for 
> + «%goming to see them, and for the good things which I had said unto 
them. He requested to know my name, and the name of the town 
a to which I belonged, that they might think of it, and that it miche 
) bring to their remembrance, the good things which [ had said to 
them. He then, in behalf of the Indians, desired me to return their 
thanks to the Fathers of the Society, for their gecdness, in ce nding 
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me to them; and for the expressions of their love and friendship for 
them. I found upon enquiry, that there were only sixteen men, be- 
sides women and children, in covenant with Little Beard, for the 
reception of the Gospel. This little band meet together, every 
Sabbath, and improve the time in singing, praying and exhorting one 
another; and when there is no other gift, Littie Beard talks to them, 
the things wherein he has been instructed, and endeavors to en- 
courage and strengthen them in the new way. It is impossible 
to describe the sensations I experienced, while viewing these un- 
lettered and untaught sons of nature. Perceiving their anxious 
desire to know the truth, I longed to burst through every obstacle, 
that I might proclaim the knowledge of a risen Saviour to them. 
Oh could the benevolent followers of the blessed Jesus, but witness 
their situation, and discover their earnest desires to know the truth, 
their philanthropic souls would glow with sacred ardor, and all their 
energies be put in requisition, to disseminate the heavenly light among 
them.” 

Elder Lawton was absent on his mission nearly eight weeks. A 
large proportion of which time he spent on the Holland Purchase. 
He found many destitute places; a great want of preaching; and some 
places where the Lord is doing wonders, in the conversion of sinners 
and consolating his people. 

Thus we haye given you a brief view of our proceedings for the 
year past. Upon a review of which we find much cause of thanks- 
giving to God, for his great goodness to the children of men, and 
to us in a particular manner. You will perce‘ve what an extensive 
field lies before us. The numercus calls from our dear brethren and 
sisters in the new settlements, are truly affecting. But the present 
openings among the Indian tribes, form a remarkable era. It is evi- 
dent, that God is opening the way for the poor red men of the 
woods to come to the knowledge of the truth. Among the tribes in 
the Western District of this State, the dawn begins to appear. For, 
notwithstanding Pagan influence yet predominates, there is a little 
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_ party, who are determined to obtain the knowledge of Christianity 


and a civilized life. ‘There appears to bea great change in the 
views and sentiments of many of the Indians. Several of the Chiefs, 
who were strongly opposed to Christianity and civilization, are now 
as much in favor, and are using all the means in their power to ob- 
tain the desired object. 

With respect to the state of the Society, God has evidently ap- 
peared for us: The inerease of the Society for the year past, is truly 
pleasing, and demands our grateful acknowledgments to the Father 
of all mercies. 

With respect to the receipts and expenditures, we refer you to the 
Treasurer’s Report. 


Having appointed a Committee to audit the books of the General 
Agent; they have reported as follows:— 


There have been printed of the Macazines, from No. 3 to No. 
21, inclusive, thirty-two thousand five hundred copies. 
There have been sold of the above numbers, up to December, 
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/* 1819, twenty-four thousand four hundred and sixty-six copies; leaving 
4 unsold eight thousand five hundred and seventy -nine. 

Actual expense, $ 2,393 74 
Produce of actual sale, 2,747 19 


Leaving a balance in favor of the Society, of $353 45 








T’o which may be added, a considerable sum paid in Magazines, 
‘to Missionaries, not noted in the Agent’s book. By which, it ap- 
"pears, that if all the debts were collected, there would be a gain to 
“the Soviety, of more than tbree hundred fifty-ihree dollars aad forty- 

” five cents. 
“) We congratulate you, Brethren, on the increasing triumphs of 
ion’s glorious King;—the bloody banner of the cross is unfurled, 
‘and waves resplendant on the walls of many of the strong holds of 
Satan. Jesus is riding forth on the white horse, followed by the ar- 
pmies in heaven—Victory sits perched on his helmet, whilst nomgnest 
attends his faming sword. What mingled sounds assail our ears! 
i the sighs of the wounded, the groans of the dying; together with the 

_ phouts of the victors. And loud hallelujabs to God and the Lamb, 

"are heard from every quarter of the globe. Europe, Asia, and Africa 

Bre witnessing the Almighty prowess of David’s glorious Son— 

"Songs are heard from the ends of the earth, even glory to our God. 

But, “how distinguished is America! Here the mighty King of kings 

u fis moving forward to sure and certain victory. Here, from the east, 
the west, the north, and the south, songs of triumph are heard: Verily 
the Lord is a man of war. No power can withstand his puissant 
/ arm. The mighty powers of hell, with all their potent allies on 
i earth, are like the dust of the threshing floor: the wind shall carry 
them away. Reformations are increasing, characterized with pecu- 
* liar tokens of Divine power. 
‘< Upon the whole, it appears, that God is bringing forward, with 
he: rapidity, that glorious era, when His name, and His | praise shall be 
ee One in all the earth. 
ay Brethren, if God has distinguished us, by calling us to live in 
‘ this glorious day, which kings and prophets desired te see, aad saints 
B% and martyrs prayed for;—and has conferred on us the high honor, and 
> distinguished privilege, of laboring with him in the glorious work, 
')) let us gird up our loins, put on our harness, go forth with alacrity | 
ie to the field, and engage in the delightful work of building the city of 
wir our God, and conquering his implacable foes. But a littie more la- 
’ bor, but a little more fighting, and we shall join the triumphant 


+) throng, to swell the sweet symphonous sounds of glory to God in 
ae the highest. AMEN. 


By order of the Board, | 
JOHN PECK, Presideni, 








Joun Lawron, Secretary. 


February 23, 182, 
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TREASURE 


R’S REPORT. 


DONATIONS 
Received from Female Societies, &c. from February 24 | 


1819, to February 


The Donations were given in 
Feb. 24, 1819. 


23, 1820, inclusive. 
Cash, Cloth and other Articles. 


Pompey Female Society, $27 75\Church&Society,N,Norwich 2 3 
Fabius do. 45 75 Deacon A. Morton, Madison 1 0 
Madison Freegift Society 13 28\Harrison Female Society 0 § 
N. Norwich Female Society 13 38:Ch.&Society,NorwichVillagel 3 
] 
0 
6 





























Fabius Church and Society 4 OOjA little child in Smyrna 0 
N.NorwichCharch & Society 2 62/A lady in Smyrna, 1 
2d Church & Society,Vernon 2 OO/A friend of Missions, Smyrna O 
Deacon Joseph Page 3 38) 
Baptist Church, Concord, 2 43 $26 91 
Niagara county ‘ 
2d Charch & Society, Eaton 3 00)Donatinns by the kand of 
Church & Society, Peterboro’ J) 06 Missionaries. 
John Downer 1 .6O|/Elder Warner Goodell $3 1! 
Madison Female Society 12 30 Squier Abbot ] 8g 
Church in Manlius 13 Joseph Malbe A 8 
A lady in Oxford 0 20 Joho Lawton’ 2 0 
George Pettit 2 09 Peter P. Roots 13-3 
Church aad Society, Homer 5 00 Thomas Purrington 1 5 
A friend of Missions, in Scott 0 25 Azariab Hanks 6 0 
Sister Breed 2 00 ——- 
Ch. & Society, Cineinvatus 7 83 $327 
Hamilton Female Society 36 0 i 
Cazenovia do. 31 25|Donations recetved Feb. 23, 
Homer do. 4i 38) 1820, fromFemale Societies, | 
German do. 38 42! in cash, cloth, &c. 4 
Pompey and Fabius do. 14 50)|Hamilton Female Society, $38 1’ ~ 
A friend of Missions,Hamilton 0 35/First Cazenovia do. 35 (a 
De Ruyter Female Society 25 00/First German do, 40 li 
Sherburne do. 27 37|Fabius do. 53 6 7 
Homer do. 49 (ie 
$367 63/North Norwich do. 22 |i 
Pompey Centre do. 8 3g 
Donations by the hand of j|Pompey & Manlius do. 27 
Elder John Peck. De Ruyter do 14 8 
Church & Society, Manlius $3 72)/Pompey do 31 0) 
Church & Society, Pompey 5 J4{omithville do. 33 fy 
and Manlius Eaton do. 13 1 
Pompey CentreFem. Society 4 O00/Sherburne do. 22 1 ae 
Friends of Missions,Smithville2 50|Morrisyille do. 12 04 oe 
John Downer, Peterboro’ 1 00 —_ 
€hurch & Society,Sherburne 3 76 : $402 5 
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ey Solou* do. 0 75\Smyraa Village do 8 68 
Second Cazenovia do. 20 06|Georgetown do 6 87 
| JSecond Nelson do. 31 18/Freetown do 14 56 
‘y 94 #T ruxton do. 34 73'Smithfield Young Mens’ Soc. 8 48 
eS mithfield do: 29 40 Deacon James Purdy 2 00 
P'Manlius do. 10 62Joseph Cook, 1 00 
Baty do. 11 44 Collection at AnnualMeeting 6 73 
econd German do. 14 62) mercer ent 
Lisle do 12 56 $655 73 
h 23 Membership money received February 28d, 1820, 64 00 
pn! 0 s 
0 5 jiPotal receipts from Feb, 24,1819,to Feb. 23,1820, inclusive, 1,141 14 
pel 3 
0) Expenditures for the year ending February 23, 1820. 
1 0 o Elder John Lawton, for Frederick Freeman,do. 3 60 
aO 6 missionary services,$43 58 Nathaniel Kendrick,do.23 60 
Nathan Baker, do. 14 32 Solomon Johnson, do. 70 00 
26 9 Squier Abbot, do. 58 58 John Peck, do. 36 32 
Joseph Malbe, do. 20 OOj/For printing Constitutions, 
Warner Goodell,do. 30 00} Circulars and Reports, 10 00 
Azariah Hanks, do. 65 Oo/T'o a Bible for the Indians, 3 00 
$3 1! Alfred Bennet, do. 20 00/t'o Mr. E, Williams, for 
18. Thomas Purrington,do. 20 00] going to Buffale, 25 00 
A 8 Peter P. Roots, do. 40 00 
2 0 Simeon Dutcher,do. 30 00 Total Expenditures, $513 00 
rs , Total Receipts, 91,141 14 
4 < Total Expenditures, 513 00 
— Balance, 628 14 
32 Counterfeit Bills, 7 00 
$621 14 
: DANIEL LATHROP, Treasurer, 
38 I) _ «-* We feel it to be an act of justice to inform the public, that this lit - 


39 ' “tle Society had collected 17 Ibs. of wool, for the purpose of making a 
40 | J riece of cloth, when it was sfolen. The thief has since been detected. 
A. [Epirers. 


= 


REPORT 
Of the Agent for visiting Female Societies. 


)Dear BRerHren, 
_ I feel it to be my duty to present you with the following abstract 
of my proceedings, agreeably to your appointment. 
Io March, 1819, I visited the people i in Morrisville, in the town of 
2 2 >) Eaton; where, after preaching a sermon. and making some explava- 
2 Ole 4 tory remarks, with the assistance of Elder Lawton, a formed a Fe- 
male Missionary Society, consisting of twenty-vine members. Three 
g orethren united with the General Society. 
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May 10th—Visited the Female Society in Hamilton: delivered a 
discourse, after which, eleven persous united with the Society, and 
twelve men with the Gereral Society. 

May 12th—Preached to the Female Society in Eaton: twelve fe- 
males were added to the Society, and twelve males united with the 
General Society. 

May 13th—I met with the people in Nelson, and preached to 
them: after which, organized a Female Society, consisting of ninety - 
one members. Three males united with the General Society— This 
was a solemn time, and will, I believe, be long remembered by 
some of this assembly. | 

May 18th—Preached in Solon; and organized a Female Society, 
consisting of twenty-five females. One man united with the General 
Society. 

May 20th—Preached to the Females in Truxton; where sixty- 
four females have united in a Society, and seven males joined the 
General Society. 

May 24th—Preached in Cazenovia village. Formed a Female 
Society, consisting of thirty-six members. Here the scene was in- 
teresting—the Lord is pouring out his Spirit. 

May 3lst—Preached to the Female Society in Fabius. A blessed 
season: twenty-nine females united with the Society. . 

June ist—Preached to the Female Society in Cazenovia: thirteen 
were added to their number, and five males to the General Society. 

June 5th—Met with the Female Society in Delphi: fifteen were 
added to this Society. The missionary cause seems to lie near their 
hearts. 

June 8th—Preached to the Female Society in Lenox. Eighteen 
were added at this time, and thirteen males to the General Society. 

June 9th—Preached to the Female and Juvenile Societies, in 
Smithfield. Fourteen were added tothe Female Society, and two 
males to the General Society. It was a pleasing scene to witness a 
number of young men exchanging their expensive youthful vanities, 
for the more im ortant and more pleasing service of the blessed Re- 
deemer. Instead of spending their money in sensual gratifications, 
they are seen casting their mites into the treasury of the Lord. 

June 15th—Preached in Manlius, and with the assistance of Elder 
Baker, formed a Female Society, consisting of fifty-five persons: 
two males joined’ the General Society. 1 spent two days in this 
place. There appeared to be some tokens of good: some mercy 
drops have failen. O may these be a prelude to a plentiful shower 
of Divine grace. ‘Fhree dollars and seventy-two cents contributed 
to our Society. 

June 17th —Preached to the Female Society in Pompey and Man- 
lius. This Society has labored under many discouragements, but 
iow seems much encouraged. Thirteen united at this time, and 
five dollars and fourteen cents contributed by the Church and Soci- 
ety. 
Sai 28th—Preached to the Female Society in Homer, and was 
much pleased to see the zeal here discovered in the cause of Mis. 


sions. Fourteen were added to the Society, and three to the Gen- 
eral Society. 
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June 29th—Preached in Tully. After sermon organized a Female 
Society of thirty-two females; and five males united with the Gen- 
eral Society. ‘This was a pleasant, solemn, aod interesting season. 
{ believe the presence of the Lord was enjoyed. 

June 30th-—Preached to the Pompey Center Society. They 
seem much encouraged—A Contribution in cash and cloth to the 
amount of four dollars. 

July 13th—Preached to the First Female Society in German, and 
likewise to a Congregational Female Society. ‘l'wenty seven fe- 
males were added to the Society, and five men to the General Soci- 
ely. 

July 14th—Wenrt in company with Elder Lawton to Lisle, and 
preached to the Female Society. Twenty-three were added to their 
number, and fifteen to the General Society. 

July 15th—We visited Smithville: The Lord seemed to be pres- 
ent at the meeting. Fifteen females joined the Female Society, and 
twenty-seyen males the General Society. A contribution of two 
dollars and fifty cents. 

July 1}7th—Preached to the Second Church in German, and for- 
med a Society of nineteen females; and eight males joined the Gen- 
eral Society. 

August 3rd—Preached to the Female Society in De Ruyter: 
eight were added to the Society, and six males to the General Soci- 
ety. 

August 1]th—Preached in Peterborough: thirty females united in 
a Society, and ten males were added to the General Society.—Johu 
Downer, Esq. made a donation of one dollar to the Society. 

August 12th—Preached to the First Church in Nelson: sixty-two 
females united in a Society, and seven males united to the General 
Society. 

September 13th—Preached to the Female Society in Sherburne; 
thirteen were added, and five to the General Society. Contribution 
of three dollars and seventy-six cents. 

September 14th—Preached at Norwich village—organized a Fe- 
male Society consisting of twenty-three members, and four males 
united to the Genera! Society, It appeared that the presence of the 
Lord was enjoyed. 

September 15th—Preached to the North Norwich Female Soci- 
ety; twenty-four new members were received, and two males united 
to the General Society. I rejoiced to see the engagedness of the 
people here, in the blessed cause of the Redeemer. A contribution 
o! two dollars and thirty cents was received. 

September 17th—Preached in Smyrna village. After sermon 
twenty females formed into a Society, and three males united with 
the General Society. Contribution one dollar and seventy-five 
gents. I believe the Lord was present by his Holy Spirit. 

October 8th—Preached in Georgetown ; twenty-five females uni- 
ted in a Society. I trust the presence of the Lord was enjoyed. 

January 28th, 1820—Preached to the Female Society in Madison; 
four females united with the Society, and five males with the Gener- 


al Society, Deacon Abner Morton made a donation of one dollar, 
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Puasuant to my instructions, I have preached to thirty-two Mis- 
sionary Societies. Thirty of which are Female Societies Auxiliary 
to the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, one a Young Mens’ 
Society, and one Female Society of the Congregational order. Thir- 
teen of those Societies I assisted in organizing; three others I assist- 
ed in coming into operation: fourteen have contributed to the funds 
heretofore.— The Societies organized while 1 was present, consisted 
of four hundred aud ninety~one members. ‘Those who joined other 
societies were two hundred and fifty-three. The males who united 
with the General Society, were one hundred and sixty-two. The 
total number of thoze who, the year past, have united in my pres- 
ence for the purpose of contributing to the augmentation of our 
funds, are nine hundred and six persons. 

Dear Brethren, I feel to acknowledge the goodness of God to- 
wards me, a poor sinner, the year past. Not only in raising me from 
the borders of the grave; but in granting me the unspeakable privi- 
lege of witnessing so much done for the spread of his glorious Gos- 
pel among the destitute, and for the peace of soul which I bave en- 
joyed in this service. ‘The success which has attended my feeble 
jabors, must be ascribed to the Lord alone; and, under bim, to my 
brethren in the ministry, who gave all the assistance in their power. 


Yours, in the bonds of a precious Saviour, 
JOHN PECK. 
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Annual Meeting of the Madison Society auxiliary to 


the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. 

February 23d, 1820, The Madison Society auxiliary to the Bapfitist 
Board of Foreign Missions, held their Annual Meeting in the meet- 
ing. house in De Ruyter, [at which time the Hamilton Baptist Mis- 
gionary Society also met. | 

Elder Eliada Blakesley preached an appropriate discourse. 

The following persons were elected to their respective offices, for 
the ensuing year:— 

Elder ALFRED BENNET, President; 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, Secretary; 

Brother SAMUEL PAYNE, ‘Treasurer. 
JONATHAN OLMSTED, 
EDWARD SOUTHWORTH, D; 

Elder JOHN PECK, ees 
DANIEL HACALL, 

Voted, That our next Annual Meeting be held at the meeting 
house in Hamilton, the Wednesday next following the third Sab- 
bath in February, 1621, at ten o’clock, A. M. And that Elder Lane 
preach the introductory Sermon—lIn case of failure, Elder Bennet. 








The Board of Directors of the Madison Society auxiliary to the Baft- 
tist Board of Foreign Missions, respectfully submit the Jollowing 


REPORT. 


** To do good and communicate” should be the constant study of 
the professed disciples of Him, whoze characteristic feature waa, 
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Benevolence. We live in a period marked by great and astonishing 
events. ‘ The ends of the world are come upon us.” Has not the 
time appeared, when “ Ethiopa is to stretch forth her hand uate 
God,”” when the “ wilderness is to bud and blossom,” and “ streams 
to break forth in the desert ?”’ Desirous to promote the great object 
of this Society, the Board, immediately after their appointment, di- 
rected the treasurer to send on to the general fund all the moneys 
then in his hands, and also to collect and send on all the debts as 
fast as possible; but as a great part of the money then in the treasu- 
rer’s hands, consisting of bills not current at New-York, it became 
necessary to loan it for a time, which, it is expected, will be oe 
ted, to be sent on by our delegates to the Convention. 

The Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society baving undertaken to 

send the Gospel to some of the Indian tribes in this vicinity, and 
there being certain articles of demestic manufacture now in the trea- 
asury, which cannot be converted info cash, we would recommend 
it to this Society to make a donation of them to that Society for the 
above named purpose, and that a committee be appoiuated to ap- 
praise those articles. 
' With no ordivary emotions we have to state the untimely death 
of Brother WxHrEexLocsg. Our hopes of his usefulness, as a mission- 
ary, are blasted. But shall this discourage us? No. Though the 
prophets and apostles have finished their course; though the fathers 
are no more; though Wheelock is buried in the sea, yet will the 
Stone cut out of the mountain, move on till it fill the whole earth. 
Jesus Lives! Our cup of sorrow is not unmingled. With pleasure, 
we have heard of the conversion of one Burman. The Sun of 
Righteousness has risen upon that dark and benighted land. Where 
the Mississippi and the Missouri roll along their vast body of wa- 
ters, the Saviour also, is displaying his grace. 

Dear Brethren, let us not be “* weary in well doing, for in due 
time we shall reap if we faint not.’? Let us demonstrate by our ac- 
tive exertion, that we consider “ it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” The invariable statute of the Redeemer’s kingdom is, 
‘she that soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he that 
soweth bountifully shal! reap also bountifully.” 

ALFRED BENNET, President. 

Daniet Hascatn, Secretary pro, tem. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT—FOREIGN MISSION. 





Balance in the treasury, Church & Soc. Cazenovia, 3 €5 
February 24,1819, $281 54 Do. do. in Hamilton, 5 50 
May 20—Moses Curtis, Second do. do. in Eaton, 5 38 
membership, 1 00 | Henry Corbin, membership, 1 00 
Park A. Morgan, 1 38 | Cyrus Lyon, membership, 1 00 

June—JamnesSheffield,mem- Church & Society in North 
bership, 1 90 Norwich, 215 

Jobn Benton, do. 1 00 | Contribution at the Madison 
Sept. 9--Church & Society Association 15 82 
in Peterborough, 1 50 | _——— 





Carried forward, $321 92 





























































Ab LETTER FROM JOHN M. PECK. { May, 


Received at the Annual Meeting at De Ruyter, Feb. 22 & 23, 1820. 





Brought over, $321 92) Frederick Freeman, 2 00 
From Members. Daniel Hatch, 1 00 

Jonathan Olmstead, $1 00} Thomas Purrington, 1 00 
Alfred Bennet, 1 00} Belia Crandall, 1 00 
Asa Bennet, 1 00} Eliada Blakesley, 1 00 
Josiah Heath, 1 00} Samuel W. Osgood, 1 00 
John Osborn, 1 00; Peter P. Roots, 1 0@ 
Benajah Tubbs, 1 00 
Jared Babcock, 1 00} Donations and Contributions. 
Stutely Carr, 1 00} Alvah Pierce, - 0 50 
Moses Curtis, 1 00{ One half of the Contribu- 
Edward Southworth, 1 06 tion at De Ruyter, 6 72 
Ebenezer Wakley, i 00} Pompey Female Society, 7 85 
Samuel Payne, 1 00} Truxton Female Society, 5 86 
Danie! Hascall, 1 00 | 
John Peck, 1 00{ Balance nowin the trea. 365 85 
Thomas Cox, 1 Ou sury, Feb. 23,1820, 





SAMUEL PAYNE, Treasurer. 
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LETTER FROM JOHN M. PECK. 


St. Charles, Nov. 25, 1819. 
Dear Brother, 

Amidst the dark clouds that gather around our missionary pros- 
pects, it is no small cause of joy that here and there rays ot light are 
breakiog forth, and the day of salvation is beginning to dawn. 

On the last of September, I enjoyed the pleasure of constituting 
a church of five persons in the settiement of Du Bois, Franklin 
County, Missouri. ‘This place is fifty miles west of St. Louis, oa 
the south side of the Missouri, and a short distance from the Indian 
settlement from whence those Indians come, who are at the school 
in Kentucky. [See 5th Annual Report. | 

It was the most solemn and impressive time I ever witnessed, on 
such an cccasion. Many of the spectators were in tears. Atan- 
other meeting in the evening, I perceived unusual solemnity ip the. 
meeting, and was convinced the Lord was at work amongst the 
people. The last of October I again visited the settlement, and 
found the good work gradually progressing. Four were baptized, 
and four joined by letter, making the little flock ¢thirleen. One that 
I baptised, was a poor unlearned African; but she told a most won- 

derful experience. Both Saturday and Sunday were solemn seasons. 
On Sunday, on the bank of a little stream near the house where we 
assembled (for no house in the settlement would hold one half of the 
people,) I preached to a solemn, attentive audience, from Acts xi. 
41. At the close of which the candidates were baptised. Around 
the communion table, it was 4 joyful weeping season. Jesus seem- 
ed present with the guests by his power and Spirit. Several careless 
sinners were struck under conviction during the exercises of the 
aay. Though, to me, this work is peculiarly interesting, you oughé 
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not to compare it with the great revivals in your vicinity; yet it has 
the marks of a genuine revival. EI spent about ten days in that part, 
and new cases of Conviction were discovered almost daily. 

On December, (first week) I again visit them, and expect to bap- 
tize four or five Presbyterians, who have professed a change of sen- 
timent. O pray that the good work may continue. 

I feel thankful to reeeive your Magazines, which the mail regu- 
larly brings me. Those, with the Boston Magazine, the Luminary, 
and “ Weekly Recorder,” from Chilicothe, Obio, give us most of the 
religious intelligence. 

I feel much rejoiced in the efforts making by the Hamilton Bap- 
tist- Missionary Society, for the benefit of the Indians near you. [| 
verily believe the day has fully come for the Indians to receive the 
blessings of civilized habits, and the gospel of a dear Redeemer. EI 
see no obstacles in the way, but what holy faith and determined 
perseverance may overcome. 

Though I cannot feel it my duty to leave this field at this crisis, 
it affords me pleasant contemplations that I may yet spend my days 
among the tawny inhabitants of the woods. 

We have many trials and difficulties to encounter in this land of 
darkness; but, through merey, we are preserved and provided for. 
My family have enjoyed tolerable healib the season past, as welt 
as myself, though it has been an unusually sickly season iv this 
country. Religion, in this vicinity, is generally very low. The 
people are very worldiy, and professors asleep. O when shall Jacob 

arise ! Let me hear from you frequently. send you a copy of the 
Minuies of the Missouri Association, and expeet yours in return. 
Sincerly yours, &c. JOHN M. PECK. 


Rev, John Peck. 
ree 


Migsionarp Yntelligence. 


[From the American Baptist Magazine. ] 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. COLMAN TO MR. 
E. LINCOLN, 


Rangoon, June tA, 1819, 
My dear Brother, 


Although we have many difficulties to encounter, (resulting prin« 
cipally froin the despotism and jealousy of the governmen!) yet Di- 
Vine truth is gradually diffusing among the people ia Rangoon, and 
the neighboring villages. A considerable number of tracts and of the 
gospel of Matthew have beeu distributed, and mary daily call at the 
zayat (our Burman place of worship) with whom Brother Judson has 
an opportunity of conversing. Some appear to be convinced that 
the religion of Gandama is not true, and even assert that they have 
long had doubts concerning if; while others treat the arguments 
which are advanced with indifference or contempt. It has been our 
earuest prayer that the Lord would accompany his word with the 
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power of the Holy Ghost, and we hope that he has graciously heard 
us. One Burman gives satisfactory evidence of a change of heart. 
His name is Moung Nau. American christians will speak of him 
with pleasure, and remember him with lively gratitude before the 
mercy seat. They will not forget to pray that he may be “ stedfast, 
numovable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord.” Some 
time ago, he came to the zayat, sat behind the company that were 
listening to Brother Judson’s instructions, and, on account of his 
mean appearance, was scarcely noticed. But this poor man is chosen, 
while others whom we should select, are left to their own ways.—- 
After visiting Brother Judson several times, he became considerably 
affected, and,‘ at last, discovered some true penitence on account of 
sin. It was exceedingly difficult to give him correct ideas of the cha- 
racter of God, and to convince him that he had been sinning aguiust 
this great and glorious Being all bis days. When it was attempted 
to convey instruction to his mind on these subjects, he would reply 
*“ [ never heard of the true God before. Had I been acquainted 
with his character I would not have sinned against him.’? But it 
was the love of Jesus which had the greatest influence upon him. 
}t was preaching Christ crucified that captivated his thoughts, affec- 
ted his heart and humbled him in the dust. I understand that there 
is no doctrine in the gospel upon which it is so difficult to converse 
in the Burman language, as the doctrine of atonement. The Burmans 
have not the least idea of such a method of salvation. But how- 
ever dark this doctrine may appear to the thousands around us, to 
Mouxsg Nau it appears very plain. Said he to ove of his country- 
men, “ The religion of Gaudama provides no atonement. If you 
sin in this state, you must sufier in the next. ‘There is no way of 
avoiding punishment. But here is a religion that discovers a way 
by which we can be delivered from the consequences of sin. Jesus 
the Son of the eterna! God has suffered in our stead, and redeem- 
ed us by his own blood.” He seems peculiarly grateful to the dis- 
ciples of Christ, who, living at so great a distance from the Bur- 
mans, should pity them, and contribute to send unto them the gos. 
pel. It is affecting to hear him converse about the darkness and 

filthiness of sin, in which he formerly had lived, and the light and 

new nature which be has now received. 

Our last communion season was peculiarly interesting. Moung 
Nau attended as a spectator; and, at the close of the service pre- 
sented a letter to the church, in which he states his belief in Jesus, 
and requests Christian baptism. Being asked, whether he was sen- 
sible that he loved Jesus more than all other beings? he replied 
in the affirmative. It was then asked, * why he loved Jesus more 
than all others?” He answered, * Because Jesus has done more 
for me than all my friends and relations; he died to save me from 
hell.”’ It was hinted, that, after receiving baptism, he might lose 
his present feelings and return to his former ways. He said, “ that 
he could not tell; that if we were driven out of the country, and 
if there were no disciples of Christ with whom he could associ- 
ate, he was afraid to say, that he should not lose his present feel- 
ings. But he thought he should not. Having found the way to 
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heaven, he was determined to persevere init.” He concluded by 
saying, “ 1f you leave the country I think I shall follow you. [ 
wish you to pray for me, and to instruct me, as I want to know 
more of Jesus Christ.’”” The honesty of Moung Nau was very aps 
parent on this occasion. He appeared to make ap unreserved com- 
munication of bis feelings. We had frequently before noticed, with 
pleasure, his frankness. It is an excellent mark, that he is conscious 
of his own weakness, and of his inability to stand without divine 
assistance. At the close of the examination, it was voted that he 
receive christian baptism. ‘Thanks to God were then returned both 
in the English and Barman languages. We felt it to be a cause of 
lively gratitude that, after the mission had passed through so many 
changing and discouraging scenes, the Lord had graciously begun 
to smile upon it. May we not hope that the fire of divine love that 
has been kindled in one bosom, will extend its sacred influence 
throughout this vast empire? Blessed will be the day when this 
event takes place. Our mortal eyes may not behold its glories, But 
from the heavenly world we may be transported with seeing the 
temples of Gaudama demolished, the last shadow of superstition 
fleeing from this wretched land, and millions of Burmans bowing 
the knee to our adorable Lord. 

June 27th. This afternoon we had the pleasure of witnessing the 
baptism of Moung Nau. At the close of the Burman worship, and 
in the presence of about thirty of bis countrymen, he stated his be- 
lief in the doctrines of christianity. We then walked about a 
quarter of a mile to a beautiful tank, in which the ordinance was 
performed. As this was the first baptism that had taken place io 
Burmah, and as the person baptized was the first who had renounced 
the religion of Gaudama, our feelings were much interested. We 
could uot but indulge the hope that the leaven of divine truth, which 
had now begun to ferment, would continue to operate until it had 
leavened the immense mass of population in this country. There 
are two others, a male and female, of whom we entertain conside- 
rable hope. They live within our precincts, and have, of late, man- 
ifested much concern for the salvation of their souls. We hope 
our friends at home are fervent in their prayers for the salvation of 
these miserable heathen. Could they witness their superstition and 
fatal insensibility, they would need no greater incentives to prayer - 
and exertion. : 

A great change has recently taken place in the government of 
this country. About a month since the old king died, and his 
grandson, whom he had nominated his successer, ascended the 
throne. This revolution has not occurred without considerable blood- 
shed. Report says that between three and four thousand have been 
already executed. The sacrifice of so many lives is owing,to the 
rebellious measures of two powerful sons of the late king. Both of 
them determived to reign. One, however, with his whole family, 
bas been drowned, and the other isin prison. It is said that affairs 
are not yet settled at Ava; but according to the appearance of 
things, the new king will be able to maintain his right to the 


crown, We hear that he possesses a mild disposition, is considera- 
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bly addicted to pleasure, and quite favorable to the priests of Boodh, 
In these respects he differs from his predecessor. The old king 
was stern and unrelenting, abstemious in his habits, and continually 
at variance with the priests. During the latter part of bis reign he 
banished them from his eapital, and ordered their monasteries to be 
demolished. We can, at preseaot, make no calculation how the mis- 
sion in which we are engaged will be affected by this change. It is 
animating to reflect that all events are controiled by him who is 
the best friend of Zion. Here is an antidote for every fear. We 
should be concerned to walk in the path of duty, leaving the conse- 
quences with God. 

Before this reaches you, you will, undoubtedly, hear of the sick- 
ness of Brother Wheelock. He appears to have a consumption, 
and to be growing weaker every day. Sut his mind is tranquil and 
happy in the view of approaching dissolution. 

Yours, in the best of bonds, J. COLMAN. 





LETTER FROM MR, JUDSON TO ONE OF THE EDITORS. 


Kangoon, June 28, 181%. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

I received yours of May, 1818, a few days ago. In my last, of 
April 20th, 1819, I mentioned our setting up public worship in the 
zayat, on Lord’s days, and receiving company other days, from 
moroing till night. We had not continued in this course long, 
before we met with a visitor, named Moung Nau, who on the first 
or second interview, drank in the truths of the gospel, and gave 
his heart, we trust, to the Lord Jesus. After attending on our in- 
structions about a month, he presented us, of hie own aecord, a let- 
ter, of which the following is a literal translation. 

“ I, Moung Nau, the constant recipient of your excellent favour, 
approach your feet. Whereas my lords three have come to the 
eouutry of Burmzah, not for the purposes of trade, but to preach the 
religion of Jesus Christ, the Son of the eternal God, I, having heard 
and understood, am, with a joyful mind, filled with love. I believe, 
that the divine Son, Jesus Christ, suffered death, in the place of men, 
to atone for their sins. Like a heavy laden man, I feel my sins are 
very many. ‘The punishment of my sins I deserve to suffer. Since 
it is so, do you, sirs, consider, that I, taking reiuge io the merits of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and receiving Baptism, in order to become 
his disciple, shali dwell one with yourselves, a band of brothers in 
the happiness of heaven, and (therefore) grant me the ordinance of 
baptism.* It is through the grace of Jesus Christ, that you, sirs, 





* At the time of writing this, not having heard much of bap- 
tism, he seems to have ascribed an undue efficacy to the ordinance. 
He has since corrected his error; but the translator thinks it the 
— fair and impartial to give the letter just as it was written at 
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have come by ship from one country and continent to another, and 
that we have met together. I pray my lords three, that a suitable 
day may be appointed, and that I may receive the ordinance of bap- 
lism. 

(Moreover,) as it is only since I have met with you, sirs, that I 
have known about the eternal God, I venture to pray, that you will 
still unfold to me the religion of God, that my{old disposition may be 


destroyed, and my new disposition improved.” 


This letter was laid before our little church the first Sunday in this 
month, and we agreed to receive him into chureh fellowship, being 
ali previously satisfied, that he had experienced the grace of God. 
His baptism, however, from various causes, was deferred till last 
Sunday. Afterthe usual Burman worship, in the afternoon, and some 
additional exercises, suited to the occasion, we proceeded toa Jarge 
tank (artificial pond) in the vicinity, and there, just by an enormous 
image of Gaudama, which seemed to scowl on the deed, we admin- 
istered the ordinance of christian baptism to the first Burman con- 
vert. 

Since the opening of the zayat, several hundreds have heard more 
or less of the gospel; and some individuals have been Jed into a seri- 
ous examination of the christian religion, and a speculative renunci- 
ation of their own; but there is no one that gives us satisfactory ev- 
idence of conversion, but Moung Nau. 

The fear of persecution is a great check to free inquiry. I be- 
lieve, that many have discontinued their visits and inquiries, from no 
other cause. We have frequently thought of making some attempt 
to obtain the patronage of government; but the time bas not come. 
A few days ago, we received the news of the death of the old king, 
and the enthronement of his eldest grandson, the declared heir ap- 
parent. This place was in great confusion fer several days, until 
the news was officially announced, and even now the public alarm 
is not subsided. The death of a king, in these countries, is fre- 
quently the sigaal for avarchy and civil war. O pray that the Lord 
may preserve and guide us, and bless his infant cause, in this wide 
extended land. 

Brother Colman has nearly recovered from the shock which he 
sustained on his arrival; but he is not yet capable of r. _u effort, or 
very close application. He is, however, making rapid progress in 
the language. 

Brother Wheelock is evidently just gone in a consumption, tho’ he 
continues to bold out beyond our expectation. His mind is quiet, tran- 
quil and happy, and this affords us much cause for gratitude and praise. 
it will also afford much consolation to his friends, to know, that his 
outward circumstances are more comfortable than could be expected 
in such a place as Rangoon; as the brethren brought with them large 
stores of provisions, and all things have been more plentiful in the 
place since their arrival, than for several years before. 

The mission-house also, though rather crowded, allows two large 
rooms to each of the families, and it happens fortunately for Brother 
Wheelock, that he is located in the coolest and driest part of the 
house.”? Yours affectionately, A. JUDSON, ir, 
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FSix weeks after; on the 9th of August, Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock 
left Rangoon for Calcutta, for the purpose of obtaining medical aid, 
as will more fully appear by tlie following letter. | 


Extract ofa Letter from Rev. Mr. Lawson to Dr. Baldwin. 


CaLcuTTa, Sept. 9th, 1819. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
By this opportunity you will receive a parcel of letters, which 


yesterday I received from Rangoon, ‘The news you receive from 
our dear brethren, will, I am confident, bighly interest you and the 
friends of our Redeemer in America. At length the mercy of Jeho- 
vah hath appeared in the long benighted land of the Burmans. One 
has been lately brought to the knowledge of the truth, and has been 
baptized by brother Judson. Let the people of God in America 
take comfort. They have not prayed and wept in vaio. I trust 
this is the commencement of a most glorious work in the Burman 
dominions. But O that I had not to grieve your heart by the com- 
munication of unwelcome intelligence. Our dear brother Wheelock 
is no more! This I know will particularly affect you, connected as 
you had been with him in the bonds of church fellowship. When 
he left Calcutta, he raised blood considerably: On arriving at Ran- 
goon he gradually grew worse, till’ at length he considered it as 
his duty to try the last, the only expedient to regain his health, 
for he wanted to live for the sake of the poor Burmans. He thought 
the assistance which might be procured at Calcutta, would, by the 
blessing of God, be the means of restoring him to health. But in 
this he was disappointed. It is true, for a few days at sea he seem- 
ed considerably better, and was in a gracious frame of mind, but the 
weakness, from an inveterate consumption, began again to increase 
very rapidly, and he was much affected with delirium for several days. 
-——It will agonize your mind, to hear the rest. O my poor brother ! 
One day while under the influence of delirium, he, it is supposed, 
plunged into the sea, while the vessel was proceeding with such ve- 
locity as to render it impracticable to make any attempts to save 
vur dying brother. All this was done in the wildness of a moment. 
At once he disappeared—and his beloved partner found herself 
suddenly widowed and alone. I cannot evter into particulars. Mrs. 
Wheelock will forward every necessary communication. O how I 
feel for my poor brother's relations! Do, sir, pour into their hearts 
the balm of gospel comfort. ‘This is a sore trial—a dark Provi- 
slence; but God knows best the nature of his own plans. Brother 
‘Wheelock when himself, was, beyond all doubt, a lover of Jesus, a 
holy man of God; and is he not amongst the ransomed in glory? 
Doubtless he is. His sun, it is true, set in a cloud—but we are to 
remember what he was when in the enjoyment of his reason. Then, 
he was calm in afiiction, waiting with patience, his crown of glory, 
depending most fully on the sufferings and death of Christ. And on 
this foundation, he said his spirit was willing to enter the invisible 
world. Sister Wheelock has been residing with us in Calcutta, and 
is enabled to bear this truly distressing providence with Chris- 
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tian resignation. She is on a visit to Serampore. We expect 
her soon agaiu in Calcutta, and we shall esteem it our privilege to 
administer to her comfort in every way. I am most fully of opinion, 
that brother Wheelock was justifiable in leaving Rangoon for the 
establishment of his health, although Divine Providence bas seen 
fit to disappoint our faint hopes that his life would be prolonged 
unto the cause of God. 

This event, dear sir, calls for our deep humiliation before God. 
We are ready to say, “ Shew us wherefore thou contendest with 
us.” Butewe dare not murmur. May he not be about to develope 
some grand design respecting the poor Burmans? And these afflic- 
tions may be the clouds and darkness which will give greater glory 
to the after-exhibition. And may we not expect that something of 
this is likely to result, from the present political state of the country, 
and the pleasing appearances which have already displayed them- 
selves, relative to the mission ?—'The metropolis of the country de- 
luged in blood—the baptism of a converted Burman, the first one— 
and the mysterious death of a missionary with a heart all devoted 
to the poor Burmans—these, sir, are great events. Let us wait 
with solemn awe. This may be the time of the Lord’s coming. 
Let his will be done,. 

We are through mercy, continued, and somewbat prospered in 
our labours in Calcutta. Our Bengallee meeting houses are very 
well and constantly attended. Another has been recently opened 
through the bounty of a floor woman who gets but 3 or 4 rupees 
monthly for her subsistence. This she has done to manifest her 
love to Jesus. We are endeavouring to collect for a small Chapel 
which we wish to raise in a populous part of the City for English 
worship, but shall be delayed for want of funds. Our schools pros- 
per. We have several printing presses at work. There is much 
preaching amongst the natives, and many tracts are distributed. 
Last Sabbath day I had the pleasure to baptize in a tank Mrs, 
Yates, (wife of Rev. W. Yates, oue of my dear brethren) and three. 
others. May God graciously preserve them all in his good ways. 
A Jew was present at the baptizing, and was pleased to find that 
we baptized exactly in their way. He said, that at Cochin, his 
native place, many of the Malabars have become Jews, and they 
always baptize them on their admission amongst them, and never. 
dream of two modes of baptism. Present my kind regards to ak ~ 
the dear Christian friends with you. I cannot now write to brother. 
Sharp. , 

I am, dear Sir, | 
Yours affectionately, 
JOHN LAWSON. 


Letter from Mrs. Judson to Mrs. S——, dated 


Rangoon Mission-house, June 2d, 1820. 


MY DEAR MRS. § ’ 
It is oniy three or four weeks since we sent a parcel to Bengal, | 


an whig¢h was a letter ip answer to yours of January, 1818, But your 
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kindness in writing again before the reception of that, is very grate- 
ful to my feelings, and I take this early opportunity of commencing 
a letter which I shal! continue as events occur, until a yessel sails for 
Bengal. 
fo my {ast I mentioned Mr. Judson’s commencing public preach- 
ing in a building which he had erected for that purpose, and which 
you will in future know by the name zayat. Little did I think, 
when I last wrote, that I should so soon have the joyful intelli- 
gence to communicate, that one Burman has embraced the Chris- 
tian religion, and given good evidence of being a true disciple of 
the dear Redeemer. This event, this single trophy of victorious 
grace, has filled our hearts with sensations, hardly to be conceived 
by Christians in Christian countries. ‘This event has convinced 
us, that God can and does operate on the minds of the most dark 
and ignorant, and that he makes his own truths, his own word, 
the instrument of Gperation. It serves also, to encourage us ta 
hope, that the Lord has other chosen ones in this place. As Mr, 
Judson has given some account of the first impressions of this man, 
and as I have had him particularly under my instruction since his 
conversion, I will give you some of his remarks in his own words, 
with which you will be much interested. ‘ Beside Jesus Christ, E 
** see no way of salvation. He is the Son of the God who has na 
‘* beginning, no end. He so loved and pitied men that he suffered 
‘* death in their stead. My mind is sore on account of the sins E 
** have committed during the whole of my life, particularly in wor- 
‘“ shipping a false god. Our religion, pure as it may be, does not 
“« purify the minds of those who believe it: it cannot restrain from 
“sin. But the relizion of Jesus Christ makes the mind pure. His 
“ disciples desire not to grieve him by sinning. In our religion 
‘** there is no way to escape the punishment due to sin; but, accor- 
*“ ding to the religion of Christ, be himself bas died in order to 
“ deliver his disciples. 1 wish all the Burmans would become his 
*¢ disciples, then we should meet together as you do in your coun- 
“* try; then we should all be happy together in heaven. How great 
‘‘ are my thanks to Jesus Christ for sending teachers to this coun- 
‘“‘ try, aud how great are my thanks to the teachers for coming! 
“* Had they never come and built that yazat, I should never have 
** heard of Christ and the true God. I mourn that so much of my 
* life passed away before I heard of this religion. How much [ 
** have lost!” It is peculiarly interesting to see with what eager- 
ness he drinks in the truths from the scriptures. A few days ago, 
i was reading with him Christ’s sermon on the mount. He was 
deeply impressed, and unusually solemo. ‘‘ These words (said he) 
“+ take hold on my very Jiver; they make me tremble. Here God com- 
«¢ mands us to do every thing that is good in secret, not to be seen 
“ of men. How unlike our religion is this! When Burmans make 
«* offerings to the pagodas, they make a great noise with drums 
“ and musical instruments, that others may see how good they are. 
« But this religion makes the mind fear God, it makes it of its 
“* own accord fear sin.” When I read this passage, Lay not up 
for yourselyes treasures, &c. he said, “ What words are these! It 
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s¢ does not mean that we shall take the silver and gold from this 
‘¢ world and carry them to heaven; but that by becoming the dis- 
« ciples of Jesus, we shall live in such a manner as to enjoy 
“ heaven when we die.’”” We have taken him into our employ 
for the present, as a copier, though our primary object was to 
have him near us, that we might have a better opportunity of 
knowing more of him before he received baptisrn, and of impart- 
ing to him more instruction than occasional visits might afford.— 
Mornings and evenings he spends in readiog the scriptures, and 
when we al! meet in the hall for family worship, he comes and 
sits with us; though he cannot understand, he says he can think 
of God in his heart. ee 

Wednesday, 4th.—I have just hada very interesting meeting 
with the women, fifteen in number. They appeared unusually 
solemn, and I could not help hoping that the Holy Spirit was 
hovering over us, and would ere long descend and enlighten their 
precious immortal souls. Their minds seem to be already prepar- 
ed to embrace the truth, as their prejudices in favour of the Bur- 
man religion are apparently destroyed. ‘They also appear to be 
convinced that the atonement for sin provided in the gospel, is suit- 
able for persons in their situation. But they frequently say, the 
great difficulty in the way of their becoming Christians, is the sin- 
fulness of their hearts, which they-cannot yet overcome. O for the 
influences of that Spirit, which can alone effect the mighty change! 
Pray much, my dear Mis. S——, pray particularly for these per- 
ishing females, who begin to feel the power of sin, and I trust also 
to fear the consequences. After meeting this evening, Moung 
Nau, the Burman convert, came in and observed, the truths were 
solemn which had been communicated, and his mind was uneasy. 
T asked the reason. He said, ‘‘ he found he had many sins remain- 
ing in his heart, and he knew not whether Christ would save him.” 
I told him Christ came to save such Jost helpless sinners as he 
thought himself; and if he put his trust in him he would surely 
save him, though his sins were ever so numerous. It rejoices 
our hearts to see such evident marks of the operations of the 
Holy Spirit in this man, and we feel, in hearing his simple com- 
munications of the exercises of his mind, that we are more than 
compensated for all the days of darkness and discouragement which 
we have spent in this heathen land. 

June 17th.—-1 must now, my dear Mrs. S———-, finish my let- 
ter, as we hear a vessel is to sai! for Bengal in a few days, and I 
have twenty unanswered letters now before me. ‘The town at pres- 
ent is all in confusion on account of the enormous taxes which 
have been latety levied, and the speedy departure of the present 
viceroy for Ava. He has been here only a year and a half, and 
though he has not been recalled by the king, he is about to depart 
on a visit, as he says, to his family, who are still at Ava, but it is 
probable that he will not immediately return. ‘he expenses of 
his journey are defrayed entirely by the poor people, who are at 
stch times exceedingly oppressed. In addition to this, there has 
been an extra tax levied for the king, from the payment of which 
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not a single family has been exempted, not even slaves and for. 
eigners, who have escaped on every other occasion. We too 
have had our trials and perplexities in consequence of the levy 
of this tax. The first demand was moderate, not exceeding thirty 
dollars. ‘This we did not intead to pay, if we could possibiy avoid 
it. We accordingly applied to the viceroy, but he said it was a tax 
from which he himself was not exempt; we must therefore pay it. 
We had fio other appeal. 

In the course of a few days, we received a peremptory order from 
the head collector in our district, to pay immediately the sum of 
450 ticals, equal to about 300 dollars. We were filled with distress 
and alarm, not only on account of the demand, but from the fear 
dhat the viceroy was at the bottom of it, and designed it only as 
& prelude to greater extortion. The brethren (J. and C.) deter- 
mined to resist the measure to the utmost. They first drew upa 
petition in respectful terms, stating that they were ministers of 
religion, and on this account had never paid taxes in their native 
land; that they had come here not to accumulate property, but to 
instruct the Burmans how to obtain eternal life; and lastly, stated 
that they had no money, but lived on the charity of the disciples 
of Christ. Before presentiog this petition, the brethren had ao in- 
terview with one of the port collectors, who iniormed them that it 
was his opinion that the viceroy was ignorant of the whole, and 
that he would himself see him the same day, aud mention the Case. 
The next day we received a note from the coilecior, saying the 
difficulty was all settled, that it was only a plan of the head collee- 
tor to get the money himself. This will show you a little of the 
life we lead, exposed at any moment to be thrown into the greatest 
distress from the capriciousness of the goveroment. But we trust 
Cod is on our side, and will not suffer us to be easily moved. 

We were just delivered from the anxiety and distress whieh 
the above demand had occasioned, when we received the publiea- 
tion which contains the letter of Dr. Worcester. We did indeed 
feel that there was a vast difference between the trials aad paintul 
sensations inflicted by this despotic government, and those occa- 
sioned by Dr. Worcesier’s pen, When we are tried by the for- 
mer, we feel the mission is in danger, and the great object for 
which we came to this country liable to be defeated. Sut the 
Jatter can only injure our reputation for a “ttle while ; the great 
the final day will disclose the whole ; when the accuser and the 
accused, will appear alike at the bar of impartial Justice, there to 
be juddged, not by man’s judgment, but by the eternal Son of Ged, 
who will not only wipe away the foul aspersions to which his dis- 
ciples have been subject in this world, but will clothe them in 
his own righteousness, and present them to the Fatber without 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. It is a great consolation to 
us, that Dr. Worcester and others cannot prevent our exertions 
among the Burmans, or in the least prevent our success, uuless 
they should pray God to withhold the influences of his Spirit, 
which I do not think they will dare to do. 

The greatest inconvenience res ulting from these publications 
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The greatest inconvenience resulting from these publications 
to us has been, the unavoidable interruption it has occasioned Mr. 
J. iv his missionary avocations, which have lately been so pres< 
sing, that he has considered that be had no time to spare for any 
thing beside. -But he has felt the cause of truth required his ma- 
king some reply, though he has endeavoured to be as Concise and 


spend as little time about it as possible. | 

We have not lately had many inquirers, and not much company 
at the zayat, owing we stippose to the violent rains which have 
lately commenced. We have opened a Burman school, in the za- 
yat, and have obtained sixteen scholars; they attend only in the 
evening, being men and women who have to work in the day for 
their living. The eldest of them is a man fifty years old, and is 
just commencing his letters. Six of them are young married wo- 
men, who attend my evening meetings, and are very anxious to 
read, that they may be able to peruse the scripture. Mrs. Colman 
and myself spend the evenings with them, and fied ourselves very 
happy in the employment. We calculate the school will cost, in- 
cluding lights, &c. about 3 dollars a month. | 

Poor brother Wheelock is still low, though he is able to come 
out occasionally to worship. He has been, and still is, peculiarly fa- 
voured in regard to those temporal things which make a sick-bed 
comfortable, having brought round from Bengal some wines and 
other provisions which are not procurable here. The situation of 
the mission-house also is very favourable to a sick person, being in 
a retired, airy place, and though there are three families of us we 
find ourselves comfortable. I mention these things, as it will be 
consoling to his friends, and to the friends of the mission, to know 
that he has wanted for nothing, which can very seldom be said of 2 
sick person residing in Rangoon. His mind is generally in a happy 
frame, which is a great comfort to us in this affiiction. Lum, 
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BURMAN DESPOTISM. 


Calcutta, Sefit. 1, 1819. 


His Burman Majesty, the King of Ava, departed this life on the 
5th of June, 1819, at a very advanced age, and after a reign of 
eight and thirty successive years. 

The prince Regent, grand-son of the late king of Ava, succeeded 
him, and ascended the throne on the 6th; and on the 7th, the re- 
mains of the deceased king (attended by his successors, with the 
Princes Tauonoo, Prone, 6nd others, as chief mourners.) were with 
solemn ceremony and grandeur placed on the fureral pile, composed 
of sandalwood, and various other odoriferovs combustibles. The 
torch was applied to this by the hands of the Princes, and the mour- 
ners occasionally poured out costly oils on the fuel until the corpse 
was totally consumed; when the ashes were carefully collected to- 
rether, put in an urp, and deposited in a Royal Cemetery, as a relic 
for the future veneration of his deceased Majesty’s descendants and 
relatives, i | 
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After performing the solemn functions of a chief mourner; and 
closing the funeral rites of his deceased predecessor, his majesty’s 
next care was to direct his attention towards the security of his do- 
minions,to prevent the least commotion. and to preserve the tran- 
quility, and welfare of his subjects; to effect which, it was thought 
necessary for him to adopt immediate arbitrary measures. Having 
abundant reason to fear his own brother, the prinee of Tauonoo, 
(whose daring and violent spirit led him to form tbe design of 
seizing on the throne) his majesty ordered bim to be arrested, with 
his children, grand children, and the rest of his family, and on the 
10th they were put into red bags, or sacks, and thrown into the 
sea!!—an honorable mode of death reserved for the decendants 
of the royal family only ! 

The Prince Prone, the uncle of bis present Majesty, who was 
teagued in the treasonable confederacy, was also apprehended; 
and the king, after torturing him aud crushing his bones on the 
rack, committed him to close confinement, where it was said he 
was strangled on the |2th. 

On the 13th, the Prince Lehgain, whose eldest brother, Mohe- 
ning, is the son-m-law of the present viceroy of Rangoon, was also 
executed as one of the conspirators. On the 8th one of the Prime 
Ministers, together with the Governor of the Western Provinces, 
Allounwoon, were punished with death for the same crime. 

The number of the principal personages attached to the cause 
f and interests of the late unhappy Princes, who suffered death for 
eid Wh their attachment to them, is said to be about fourteen hundred, and 
id aa it is confidently believed that from ten to fifteen thousand men of 

WED the lowest class, have shared the same fate! ! 




























Bite The property of the Prince Tauonoo, which has been by the 
+e | royal authority confiscated, subsequent to his death, amounted in 
Lead: gald, silver, diamonds, jewels, and other valuable articles, to about 
ee a ene million and eight hundred and forty eight thousand Sicca Ru- 
bi pees! The property of the Prince of Prone, which is supposed 





to have been considerably more in value than that of the Prince of 
tt Tauonoo, has been also confiscated; though by an order of the 
Bey i King, it is promised to be distributed among his majesty’s army © 
Wa whose fidelity has enabled him to carry his bloody purposes into ¢ 
; execution ! 
‘The present sovereign of Burmah, is represented to be about five 
and thirty years of age, of a mild disposition ; temperate in many 
respects ; just to all, of a most liberal mind, and possessing many 
other good qualifications, which endear him to the bosoms of his 
; subjects, who esteem him to adoration!!! 
































147. QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 
lf i On the Duty of the Unregenerate. 


he 1. Does God require any worshih from the unregenerate? And, if 
Lin he does, of whet nature is it,—whether spiritual or formal ? 

ee ‘That God requires all men to worship him, and that in spirit and 

truth, one would expect to be as obvious to every one who reads 
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the Bible with attention, as the brightness of the sun when it shineth 
in its strength. The very Heathen are represented as inexcusable 
jn not glorifying God as God; and as worthy of his displeasure for 
worshipping and serving the creature more than the Creator.* ‘To 
the people of Israel God says, ‘* Know thou, and see, that it is ao 
evil and bitter thing, that my fear is not in thee;”} and thus he char- 
ged their fathers with sin, for “ not setting their hearts aright; and 
because their spirit was not stedfast with God, for not believing 
in God, nor trusting in his salvation.”|| Ail which expressions 
surely imply a requisition of spiritual, and not of formal worship. 
Indeed, no instance, I am persuaded, can be found in all the Old or 
New Testament, of God’s requiring less than the whole heart, un- 
der the idea that spiritual worship could ‘not be required of carnal 
men. Never did God propose to accept of the shell, because his ri- 
val claimed, or bad gotten, the kernel. He never directed men 
to do some external service, such as might be done by those whose 
hearts were enmity against God, as a substitute for that sort of obe- 
diepce which could imply holy love. 

No farther evidence is necessary to prove this point, than the 
summary of the Divine law, given by our Lord in Matt. xxii. 7 
——40. Unless it can be proved, that all unregenerate men are 
free from the law of God, this must clearly evince that they ought 
‘0 love God supremely,—to love their neighbors disinterestedly,~— 
and to act accordingly, in the whole tenor of their conduct; and 
that every thing short of this is sin. 

2. Is the inability of the unregenerate of euch a nature as to ex- 
cuse them from the obligation of worshipping God in sfirit and 
truth? And if it be, of what fault are they guilty who attend 
worshif: regularly and decently, and are moral tn their conduct ? 
And whence is their condemnation ? 

To this it may suffice to reply, That the inability of the sinner 
to love and serve God arises from, or rather consists in, his ground- 
Jess aversion to God and his holy law; and the stronger that aver- 
sion is, the more guilty and inexcusable must he be; for i! hating 
God and duty would exempt from apn obligation to love him, the 
devil would be thoroughly excusable, as well as all his children. If 
no man is bound by the law, whose heart cannot brook subjection 
to the law, the law is absolutely made void, and its authority is nu- 
gatory. At best, it is no more law, but merely good advice to good 
men to do what they like to do; while bad men are left to do the 
contrary, if they like it better: and if the first great command- 
ment be binding only so far as it suits the actual disposition of a ra- 
tonal creature, ove would suppose the second, which is like unto it, 
must be relaxed in an equal degree. At least, if the sinner’s a- 
version to the duties of the second table be strong enongh, it must 
release him from obligation to perform them, as truly as his aver- 
sion to those of the first can exempt him from all spiritual wor- 
ship: of God. ‘bus, he that is quite opposed to the fifth com- 
mandment, may plead, ‘I cannot abide my parents;.I despise thena 


t Jer, i. 19, 4 Ps, Ixxviii, 8, 22, 32, 36,37, 





* Romans i, 21, 25. 
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for their religion; I hate their puritanical way.” He that is dispoe 
sed to violate the sixth, may say of his oeighbor, * I abhor him and 
canoot speak peaceably to him; and though I shall take care not 
to expose myself to be hanged for murder, yet I cannot help 
wishing him dead.” He that dislikes the seventh, may plead; “ 
have eyes full of adultery, and cannot cease from sin,’’ while an- 
other may say of the eighth, “I ought not to be bound to ob- 
serve this law, for 1 never could keep my hands from picking 
and stealing.” He that is blamed for violating the ninth, may ex- 
culpate himself by saying, “I am a liar, and the truth is not in 
me, and have discovered this propensity ever since I could speak.’” 
While another, to obtain exemption from the tenth (which to be 
sure is the strictest of all, or rather was intended to shew the 
spirituality of all the rest) ‘may appropriate the character which 
Jeremiah gave of Jehoiakim, and say, “‘ Mine eyes and mine heart 
are only for my covetousness: how unreasonable then must it be 
to require me either to commiserate the poor, or to refrain from 
envying the rich!” Any of these are quite as good excuses as 
it would be for sinners to say, ‘“‘ We are alive unto sin, but al- 
ienated from the life of God; and, therefore, nothing should be 
required of us which implies a right spirit towards God. We 
cannot love God, for our carnal minds are enmity against him ; 
we cannot serve him, for we cannot abide subjection to his laws 
—we cannot believe his testimony conceraing his Son, for we see 
neither form nor comeliness in him wherefore we should desire 
him. The gospel is too humiliating in its import for us to stoop 
to it; and too holy io its tendency “for us to comply with it.” 


ere 





Gal. vi, 2. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ. 

Gal. vi. 5. Every man shall bear his own burden, 

’ The first is an exhortation to Christian sympathy under pres- 

ent afflictions: the last is a declaration of the rule of future Judg- 

ment, according to character. We may alleviate each other’s 

sorrows in this life: but cannot stand in each other’s place at the 


Jast day. 
THREE QUESTIONS, 
Which if duly attended to, would prevent much confusion. 
1. What warrants a sinner’s coming to Christ. Answer: The 
gospel. 2. What ¢tnciines him to come. Answer: Divine influence. 
3. What proves that he has come. Answer: The fruits of faith. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

In Sherburne, a revival of religion took place at the close of 
the Jast year, and was followed by a similar work in Peter borough. 
At the commencement of the present year, a general revival took 
Place in Homer, and soon extended to Zruxton, where it still con- 
tinues. Velson, also, is sharing in the communication of the Di- 
vine Spirit. These, and other instances of God’s mercy, to sin- 
ners, are Calculated to encourage his children, and should excite 
in them a spirit of prayer, faithfulness and zeal. 






























OBLTUARYS. 


OBITUARY. 


EDWARD WILLARD WHEELOCK: 


Wirn feelings of unaffected sorrow we record the death of this 
amiable and pious young man. When we recollect the deep interest 
which he felt for the conversion of the benighted Burmans, the 
gratification of the most ardent desire of his heart in being permitted 
to arrive at the scene of Missionary labor, and the disease which 
blasted his hopes of usefulness, we are ready to exclaim, How un- 
searchable are thy judgments, O God; and thy ways are past find - 
ing out! We dare not, however, impeach the conduct of the Lord, 
because we are sure that all he does is infinitely wise, and just, and 
good. Perhaps, this affliction was sent for the trial of our faith, te 
keep us humble, and to make us sensible how dependeot we are upon 
God. Amidst the darkness and mystery of this event we console 
ourselves with the belief that what we know pot now, we shall know 
hereafter. gee | 
- We are prompted by a sense of duty, and the feelings of affection, 
to present our readers with a short sketch of the experience and 
character of our dear departed Friend. 
~ Mr. Wheelock was born in Boston, July 17, 1796. From his early 
childhood he was distinguished by a sweet and amiable disposition. 
It was not, however, till he had attained his fifieenth year, that he 
became deeply affected with his lost and sinful condition. Con- 
scious of his guilt and danger, and ignorant of the way of mercy, he 
was for some time almost in a state of despair. This gloom conti- 
nued until be found consolation in Christ. Soon after he had ob- 
tained peace in believiog, he made a profession of religion, and be- 
came a member of the Second Baptist Church in Boston; from this 
time he felt deeply concerned for the salvation of sinners, and es- 
pecially for the salvation of the heathen. These were not moment- 
ary feelings, they continued with him to the close of life. In 1814, 
he made known his views and feelings to the Trustees of the Boston 
Bap. For. Miss. Society, and entreated thei to take him under 
their patronage. They cordially granted his request, and placed 
him under the instruction of the Rev. Jer. Chaplin of Danvers. 

While with Mr. C. his deportment was not only irreproachable, 
but he was a pattern of meekness., piety, humility and zeal. Those 
who studied, and lived with him for years, always spake of him with 
the greatest affection and respect. In April, 1817, he applied to 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions to be employed as their Mis- 
sionary. Referring to some letters which he had addressed to the 


‘Secretary three years before, says he, 


“‘ My mind has ever remained as it was when I wrote him, except 
that my desire to be employed as a missionary to the heathen, and my 
devotedness to the cause of missions, have, f trust, much increased. 
Indeed, language fails me when I attempt to describe my feelings 
on this subject. “‘ Thought is poor, and. poor expression.” To you, 
honored fathers, is my mind directed, as to those who, under God, 
must decide my case. To you I offer, freely avd joyfully offer, my- 
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self, to become your missionary, to aid those already under your 
arg de in turning the poor Burmans ‘ from idols, to serve the 

iving and true God.’’—And, O! if it is consistent, that ove so un- 
worthy, aod sq unqualified as myself, should engage in this glorious 
work, deny me not, I beseech you, the unspeakable privilege ; deny 
me noi the fondest, the most ardent desire of my soul, that can, in 
this world, be gratified. To deny me this, would be to deprive me 
of the greatest happiness, which, ia this world, I can possibly en- 
joy. I had rather be a Missionary of the Gross, than a king on a 
throne. Let the men of this world possess its glittering toys ; let 


the miser grasp his cankered gold; let the voluptuary enjoy bis sor- | 


did pleasures; let the ambitious ascend to the pinnacle of earthly 
honor; but let me enjoy‘the sweet satisfaction of directing the poor 
pagans to the “ Lamb of God.” 1 court no greater good; I desire 
no greater joy; I seek no greater honor. ‘T’o Burmah would I go; 
in Burmah would I live; in Burmah would I toil ; in Burmah would 
i die; and in Burmah would I be buried.”. 

By an unanimousvote of the Board he was appointed as their Mis- 
sionary. When the period arrived for his departure to Burmah, he 
seemed completely happy. It appeared as if he had scarcely a wish 
ungratified. The difficulties, and dangers, and hardships which he 
might have to encounter, were often represented to him in the most 
discouraging forms, but nothing could move him from his purpose. 


He was not insensible to the ties of kindred and friends, but he 
thought he heard in the providences of God, a voice from Burmah, 
saying, ‘‘ come over and help us,” and he durst not disobey the call. 


In a letter from Calcutta, he remarks, “ We feel happy in this 


heathen land, though indeed, were it not for the hope of saving . 


some of its wretched inhabitants, I should wish to return to my dear 
native country as soon as possible. But here may I live, and toil, 
and die. O God! deny me not this request.”’ 


He lived to see the land which occapied so large a place in his 
affections, and to commence the work which he preferred above all 
others. After mentioning that he and his missionary brother had 
only one room each, he observes, ‘‘ We prefer one room in Ran- 
goon, to siz in Boston. We feel that we are highly blessed.” 


But, alas! his hopes were cut off, and he was arrested from his 
abors by the hand of disease. He had only been injRangoon 7 days, 
when after engaging in family worsbip, he began to raise blood. He 

leased himself with tbe persuasion that he should regain his strength, 
and live a little while to point the Burmans to the Lamb of God. 
But in this he was disappointed. His constitution had received a 


shock, from which it never recovered. During the greater part of 


his sickness he was very happy 1 in his mind, but his nervous system, 
which was very susceptible of i impression, became much affected by, 
his disease. A melancholy, arising, no doubt, from physical causes, 
rendered him at times unfit either for duty, or enjoyment. It was 
thought that a change of place, and medical aid, might at least afford 
temporary, if not effectual relief. Under the influence of this hope 
Mr. W. and his wife left Rangoon for Calcutta. For several days, 
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ir the voyage had a salutary influence upon his frame; but afterwards 
le his morbid feelings returned, and his mind was so far unbalanced 
le that he hid not even know his own wife: 

8 * On the 20th of August, while Mrs. W. was engaged in writing, 


y and he to her, being apparently asleep, she heard the water gallery 

n door close; and looking around, saw that he was gone.— She sprang 

= to the door, and opening it, found, to ber unspeakable grief, that he 

P bad vanished forever from her sight.”’ 

t It would have afforded peculiar consolation to his friends to have 

heard that he was able to leave a dying’ testimony to the excellence 
of religion. But the Providence of Gou has ordered otherwise. We 


are not, however, without sources of comfort. He left a Living tes- 


timony—the uniform testimony of a life unequivocally devoted to 
Christ for many years. His boly and pious conduct was such, that 
wherever he went, no one called in question his religion. In a let- 
ter written by Mr. Judson before the decease of our friend, he says 
“ Brother W. has a heavenly spirit; from my first acquaintance 
with him I had special hopes of his great usefulness among the na- 
tives. But the Lord has seen fit to disappoint our hopes. In a let- 
ter received by Dr. Chaplin, the writer observes, * brother W. is 
sinking under his disease, but death has no terror to bim; he is 
calmly waiting his release.” In a communication from another 
excellent Missionary, Mr. Lawson of Calcutta, giving an account 
of Mr. Wheelock’s death, he says, “This is a sore trial, a dark 
providence ; but God knows best the nature of his own plans. Br. 
Wheelock was beyond all doubt a lover of the Lord Jesus, a holy 
man of God, and is he not among the ransomed in glory ? Doubt- 
less he is. Before his last attack be was calm in affliction, waiting 
with patience the crown of glory—-depending most fully on the 
sufferings and death of Christ, and on this foundation he said his 
spirit was willing to enter the invisible world.” [Amer. Bap. Mag. 


The Hon. MATTHIAS B. TALLMADGE, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, finished his 
mortal course, at Poughkeepsie, on Friday the 8th of October last. 
in the enjoyment of that holy calm which only the religion of 
Christ can impart in a dying hour. 


His Excellency WILLIAM RABUN, Governor of the State of 
Georgia, and honorary member of the Baptist Board of Foreign 
issions, closed his eyes on mortal scenes, on Sabbath day, Oc- 
ober 24th, 1819, between three and four o’clock in the morning, at 
his residenge in Hancock county, in the forty-ninth year of bis age. 
On Monday his friends committed his perishable remains to the 
grave, in hopes of a future resurrection to immortal glory. He has 
left behind him an afflicted wife and seven children, and a grateful 
and generous public, long to feel and deplore the loss which bas beea 
Sustained in this sudden and unexpected death. Lum. 
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From the Winyaw Intelligencer. 

Diep on Sunday, December 26th, 1819, in the seventy-fifth year 
of bis age, Rev. EDMUND BOTSFORD, pastor of the Baptist 
church in Georgetown, 8. C. | 

Believing that the character of this good man will shortly be 
given to the public, by one who bad an acquaintance with him from 
an early period of his life, we shall forbear saying any thing more 
of him than that he was a pious, faithful minister of Christ, and 
highly respected for bis correct, exemplarry conduct—for many 
years, a few short intervals only excepted, subject to the most excru- 
ciating pains and severe sufferings, under which, after uniformly 
manifesting great patience and entire resignation to the will of God, 
he finally sunk. 

‘* So sinks the day-star in the ocean bed, 

And yet anon repairs his drooping bead, 

And tricks his beams, and with new spangled ore 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky.’’ 
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Poetry. 


THE GOOD TREASURE. 


The Lorp shall open to thee his good treasure. 
Deut. xxviii. 12, 


How vast are the treasures laid up in the Lord, 
The treasures of mercy reveal’d in his word ! 
Enlighten my miod, all their glory to see; 

And open, dear Lord, thy good treasures to me! 


My need of the blessings, dear Jesus, reveal; 

Nor from me the least of thy goodness conceal! 
O! may thy good Spirit his graces impart, 

And Christ, the best treasure, convey to my heart! 


There may he erect his omnipotent throne, 
And constantly, govern, supreme and alone; 
Eternally banish all foes from my breast, 
Nor let an intruder my Saviour molest. 


Possest of this treasure, my soul will rejoice; 

And I shall for ever exult in my choice! ‘ 
Yes, when I am called to relinquish my breath, 

This treasure shall render me happy in death! 


The work of his hands he will never forsake ! 
But safely to glory my spirit will take? 

His blood for my pardon he freely has given, 
And J in his presence shal! triumph in heaven! 
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